Traditional Marriage

By Matt WIIlians
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| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY

A young coupl e, DAVID and REBECCA, sit in front of a PRIEST.

Yes sir.

PRI EST
Davi d. Rebecca. Congratul ati ons on
your pendi ng nupti al s.

REBECCA
Thank you sir. W just want a good old
fashi oned traditional wedding. That's
why we cane to you. |I'mso happy to be
getting married in the church | grew
up in!

DAVI D
| know |'ve never been to this church
sir, but 1'd do anything to make her
day as special as it can be.

PRI EST
Fantastic. Unfortunately |I don't find
many coupl es these days who want a
truly traditional wedding.

REBECCA
Oh but we do, we're very traditional

DAVI D
| even asked her father for
perm ssion. ..

(j okingly)
He said yes.
PRI EST
And you're both virgins?
DAVI D REBECCA
Yes.
PRI EST

Then let's proceed with the planning
of this joyous occasion.

I NT. CHURCH - EVEN NG

CUT TO

Bri desmai ds wal k down the aisle. They all |ook exactly alike.

They wear white weddi ng dresses.

Veils cover their faces.



ANGLE ON David standing at the alter. Dunbfounded, he turns
to the Priest.

DAVI D
Sir, um.. why do all the girls | ook
t he same?

PRI EST

Wiy to confuse any vengeful spirit
presence who mght try to harm your
bri de, of course.

Davi d | ooks even nore confused.
CUT TO
LATER - The cerenony is taking place.

PRI EST

And now a readi ng of Ephesi ans.

(readi ng)
"Wves, submt yourselves to your own
husbands as you do to the Lord. For
t he husband is the head of the wfe as
Christ is the head of the church, his
body, of which he is the Savior. Now
as the church submts to Christ, so
al so wives should submt to their
husbands in everything."

Davi d | ooks unconfortable. Sonme people in attendance do too.

PRI EST
Davi d, pl ease renove your shoe.

DAVI D
" msorry, what?

Rebecca gives hima "just-do-what-he-says” |ook. Reluctantly,
Davi d bends down and renoves one of his shoes.

PRI EST
Now as is tradition, please strike
your bride with your shoe in order to
establish authority.

DAVI D
WHAT?!

Sonme whi spers fromthe crowd.



REBECCA
It's synbolic David, just do it
pl ease. It's ok.

DAVI D
Sir, | don't have... or want any
authority over her--

PRI EST
Strike her with your shoe as per
traditions set forth by this church..
(whi speri ng)
...0r cease to be married here today.

Davi d | ooks out at all the confused onl ookers. He can't in
good faith stop the cerenony in it's tracks, so..

He SMACKS her across the face with his shoe.

David's half of the congregation freaks out. Rebecca's half
erupts in appl ause.

DAVI D
|"msorry!l I"mso sorry!

PRI EST
| now pronounce you husband and wi fe!

Musi ¢ sounds and weddi ng bells ring.

DAVI D
Wait, what about the-- WHAT?!

Bef ore he can do anything, Rebecca ki sses hi maggressively.
She's as happy as can be.

CUT TO
| NT. RECEPTI ON HALL - N GHT
Rebecca stands before a group of wonen as if she's going to
t hrow the bouquet. David kisses her on the cheek, ready to
gi ve her space, when she bends over and takes off her shoe.
REBECCA
See, it's just tradition. Nowit's ny
turn!

David doesn't like it, but gives in.



DAVI D
Well fair is fair | suppose.

He cl oses his eyes and waits to get hit with the shoe.
Rebecca isn't looking at him Instead... She HURLS the shoe
i ke a baseball pitcher at the group of wonen, hitting a
BRI DESMAI D i n the head and knocki ng her over.

Agai n, half of the people there gasp. Then sil ence.

Suddenly, the Bridesmaid | eaps up joyous as can be, face
conpletely bloody, with the shoe in her hand.

BRI DESMAI D
Yaaaay! |'mnext to be married!

Hal f the people cheer. Seeing that the girl is happy about
what ever just happened, the naysayers |eave her be.

ANGLE ON David. He's standi ng dunbfounded.

REBECCA
Aren't traditional cerenpnies so nuch
better?

CUT TO
| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
Davi d and Rebecca have just finished having sex.

REBECCA
Ww. That was i ncredi bl e!

DAVI D
That felt so good!

They both roll to their backs, breathing heavily.

PRIEST (O S.)
Congrat ul ati ons you two.

The Priest energes froma dark corner, having been there the
whol e tinme. David practically |eaps out of his skin.

DAVI D
AHH I What the hell ?!

David begins to nove towards the Priest but renenbers he's
naked. He quickly keeps hinself covered.



He exits.

REBECCA
David relax, he's just here to nmake
sure our marriage was consunmat ed.

DAVI D
VHY?!
PRI EST
Now now, all is well. I confirmyou

consunmat ed your marriage in the eyes
of God. May you have a | ong and
fruitful union

David is left, confounded.

REBECCA
| tell you one thing, I'"'mglad | don't
have to sleep with himagain. Last
ni ght before our weddi ng was pretty
awkwar d.

FADE TO BLACK

SUPER: "These traditions all actually existed."

"And t hat

"W ves submt to your husbands” bit from

Ephesi ans... Sone Christian cerenonies still read that shit."

FADE QUT



